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				Council approves changes regarding Flag, Banner, Decorative Trail policy

		
		
				mailphoto by Patrick Kolafa At the Monday, April 8, Regular Council Meeting, Drumheller Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Darryl Drohomerski presented council with a Request for Decision to approve changes to the Flag, Pole Banner and Decorative Trail Policy…
						Read More
			
		

		
	



	

				[image: Document]

		
		
				Land redesignation underway for new landfill in Kneehill

		
		
				photo submitted A Class II landfill, which will handle non-hazardous solid waste materials, is being proposed on over 500 acres of land in Kneehill County. Kneehill County council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 23 regarding this proposal. Waste…
						Read More
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				Dana Yemen appointed  DVSS principal for 2024-2025

		
		
				Last week Golden Hills School Division announced the appointment of Dana Yemen to the position of Principal of Drumheller Valley Secondary School commencing the 2024/2025 school year.Yemen holds a Bachelor of Physical Education Degree from the University of…
						Read More
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				Wheatland begins review of electoral boundaries

		
		
				At the Committee of the Whole meeting on Thursday, March 28, 2024, council members were presented with a Request for Clarity regarding the Electoral Boundary Bylaw. On the Request for Clarity it states that “the main basis of the divisional boundary…
						Read More
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				Property owner appeals Carbon stop order

		
		
				On Tuesday, February 20, the Village of Carbon’s acting Chief Administrative Officer and Development Officer Tera Little issued a Stop Order to two businesses because a house was moved to a parcel of land without a Development Permit. The owner of the house…
						Read More
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				Chamber holds 2024 AGM

		
		
				The Drumheller and District Chamber of Commerce has a new board member, and three positions filled.The Chamber held its Annual General Meeting at the Badlands Community Facility on Wednesday, March 27. The Chamber saw Lisa Magee of ProPlan Financial Group/The…
						Read More
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				Hussar joins Alberta Municipality political call

		
		
				The Village of Hussar has joined the call to keep political parties out of local elections. At the Tuesday, March 5 Regular Meeting, council members were presented with a Request for Decision about the Alberta Municipalities (ABmunis) resolution they have…
						Read More
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				Water master study looks at water tower demolishing

		
		
				A recommendation from the Town of Drumheller's recent Water Mastering Service Study could see to removal of four water towers throughout the community, such as the one located on 3 Street West, built in 1937, and the addition of a 2,000 cubic metre reservoir…
						Read More
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				Wheatland man facing drug charges

		
		
				On March 27th at approximately 10:15 pm, a member of the Drumheller Municipal Traffic Unit conducted a traffic stop during routine patrols on a grey 2003 Chev pickup truck in the alley of the 500 block of 3rd Avenue West in Drumheller. During the traffic stop…
						Read More
			
		

		
	



	

				[image: IMG 1672]

		
		
				Grace House looks to future with new leadership

		
		
				The Grace House is moving forward with a new manager and board chair, and the future looks bright.Board Chair Donna Powell tells the Mail The Grace House has hired a new manager in Dennis Dafoe. He started in December.“He moved here last spring and he’s well…
						Read More
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    Overlooked and buried by the many tales of miners, pioneers, and dinosaur bone-beds of Drumheller are the houses of ill repute which were arguably as significant in the development of the valley as any mine or bone find.

     There was a popular saying among golfer’s in the valley’s early days – after the 18th hole they’d play the 19th at Fanny’s.

    “It is no wonder these establishments lured almost every man in the valley. Often stuck in cramped and stinking company houses, these men welcomed the idea of spending the evening in the company of a lady,” says the Atlas Coal Mine’s Linda Digby.

    Mary Roper and Fanny Ramsley both owned brothels in Drumheller during the coal boom of the late 1910’s and after World War II. Mary’s house was on what’s now empty grassland across from Riverside Packers, and Fanny’s business was tucked in the hills behind the Drumheller cemetery.

    Although they had many rivals in the business, it was these two who had the largest impact on the community. Along with Fanny’s and Mary’s, there were two areas in town that were known by their name and reputation to brothel goers, “the Western Front” (Newcastle)” and the “Blue light District.”  Several smaller houses, like the Hot Tamale House, and independent operators like Kalsomine Kate and Pretty Alice operated too.

    With around 6,000 miners in the valley and women being scarce, the brothels would fill with labourers, pillars of the church, local politicians and mayors to become a civic centre of sorts. Playing cards, drinking whiskey, eating Mary’s southern friend chicken, and maybe some “chicken delight” afterwards, as some of the young miners are said to have called it.

    “I’d drink whiskey at Mary’s,”  told a 70-plus miner who wished to keep his name anonymous. “No ‘chicken delight’ for me... I looked and some of the chickens weren’t so delightful.”

    “I’d got to be pretty good friends with old Mary and she’d draw back the curtain to show me who was in the waiting room, if it was one of the pillars of the church or city council.”

    Tricks are said to have been $5 with clothes on, $10 without.

    Both Fanny and Mary had good reputations in town, as well as their girls, who were inspected by a doctor once a week. During the depression of the 1930’s, both of these generous madams would hire a taxi, have it loaded with food, and delivered to some destitute family. Most of the time, Mary’s and Fanny’s names would often show higher donations than many mine operators for worthy causes.

    The RCMP would raid the brothels once or twice a year, if complaints were made. Fanny paid a small fine of $50.00 on December 9, 1930.  Although appearing in court, no judge would ever convict them – if he did he would never be welcomed there again.

    “They did a service to this community,” the source said, “I don’t think the town’s fathers would have been happy if they were closed down.”

    “After they finally closed down, we started having guys stealing panties off clotheslines...”

    “With the number of single men around, I’d say it was damn well needed. There probably would’ve been bad stuff happening if they didn’t service these guys,” he says.

    Both madams died destitute.

    After World War II, the mining industry began to decline in production. With most of the coal mines closing down, many miners left the valley for job opportunities elsewhere. As a result, both Mary’s and Fanny’s places suffered from lack of business, and on top of this many of the girls were leaving the valley as well. In time, both houses closed down and were finally demolished for non payment of taxes.

    Mary was buried in an unmarked grave in the Drumheller cemetery, in 1957, at the age of 75. Fanny died on May 20, 1949, at the age of 65. Her funeral is said to be one of the most well attended in Drumheller.			
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				The Drumheller and District Chamber of Commerce has a new board member, and three positions filled.The Chamber held its Annual General Meeting at the Badlands Community…
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				At the Committee of the Whole meeting on Thursday, March 28, 2024, council members were presented with a Request for Clarity regarding the Electoral Boundary Bylaw. On the…
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				On Tuesday, February 20, the Village of Carbon’s acting Chief Administrative Officer and Development Officer Tera Little issued a Stop Order to two businesses because a house…
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				The Village of Hussar has joined the call to keep political parties out of local elections. At the Tuesday, March 5 Regular Meeting, council members were presented with a…
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				A recommendation from the Town of Drumheller's recent Water Mastering Service Study could see to removal of four water towers throughout the community, such as the one…
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				On March 27th at approximately 10:15 pm, a member of the Drumheller Municipal Traffic Unit conducted a traffic stop during routine patrols on a grey 2003 Chev pickup truck in…
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				The Grace House is moving forward with a new manager and board chair, and the future looks bright.Board Chair Donna Powell tells the Mail The Grace House has hired a new…
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				Wheatland County working towards new hospice in Strathmore
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				The Wheatland & Area Hospice Society (WAHS) is planning to better serve the community, and greater region, with the most viable end-of-life care achievable, with a new…
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				Raptors fall in triple overtime heartbreaker
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				It was as close as it could possibly get as the Kneehill Chiefs and the Drumheller Raptors U18 battled it out for the league championship over the weekend.The Drumheller…

		
				Read More

		
		

	



	
		

				Dragons split shootout finishes
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				The Dragons earned three out of a possible six points last week, with two games going all the way to shootouts.The Dragons were on home ice on Tuesday, January 9 to take on…

		
				Read More

		
		

	



	
		

				Raptors battle through season
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				Drumheller Minor Hockey is having a great season with some competitive teams in the mix, with lots of learning and successes on the ice.There is Raptor hockey in the valley…

		
				Read More

		
		

	



	
		

				Saints win home opener
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				The St. Anthony’s Saints Junior Varsity Basketball team hosted its home opener last week versus the Youngstown Falcons, and by all indications, it looks like it will be a…
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				Dragons pick up two points at home

			
		

		
		
				[image: IMG 0861]

		
				The Dragons managed to pull one win out of three tries last week on the road and on home ice.The Dragons were in Brooks on Tuesday, December 5 to take on the Bandits. The…

		
				Read More
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				Drumheller FunTeam marked 30 years of giving back to the community with its annual Christmas tradition.The first Annual FunTeam- Salvation Army Benefit Game was held in 1994…

		
				Read More
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				The Drumheller Hockey Association celebrated their sport, their teams and the community at Rise of the Raptors.The Drumheller Memorial Arena was a hive of action over the…
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				Dynos shine at provincial finals
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				For the first time in over 15 years, the DVSS Senior Girls Dynos Volleyball team represented the Valley at the 2A provincial finals.A young Dynos team had a strong season,…

		
				Read More
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				Condolences to the family of Lorna Elizabeth Goudy
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				GoudyLorna Elizabeth June 24, 1939 - March 10, 2024 We regret to announce the death of Lorna Elizabeth Goudy on March 10, 2024, at St. Mary’s nursing home in Trochu, AB, at…

		
				Read More

		
		

	



	
		

				Condolences to the family of Patricia Margaret Embree
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				EMBREEPatricia MargaretJuly 13, 1955 - March 15, 2024 Patricia Embree, of Calgary, AB, passed away on Friday, March 15, 2024, at the age of 68 years.Patricia is survived by…

		
				Read More

		
		

	



	
		

				Condolences to the family of Kenneth Frederick Pearce
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				Kenneth Frederick PearceJuly 31, 1930 ~ March 19, 2024 It is with great sorrow we announce the passing of Ken Pearce on March 19, 2024 at Memory Lane/Continuing Care…

		
				Read More
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				Ken Ho MahJanuary 4, 1938 ~ March 11, 202486 years of age It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Ken Ho Mah, longtime resident of the Drumheller Valley on March…

		
				Read More
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